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Background

Girl Scout Troops, Groups and Service Units typically finance their activities through a variety of ways, such as dues, council-sponsored product sales and in-kind donations.  Realizing that the cost of some programs may make it necessary to seek additional funding, the following policies have been adopted to insure financial accountability, provide guidance to troops, groups and Service Units and maximize the benefit to all girls in the council’s jurisdiction.  

Donors, by law, can only make charitable gifts in accordance with current IRS regulations to recognized 501(c) (3) corporations and must receive a receipt for any gifts (cash or products) with a value of $250 or more.  

Policy

1) Adult and Troop/Group members in their Girl Scout capacities may not solicit financial contributions for purposes other than Girl Scouting.  
EXCEPTION:  Upon approval of GSUSA and GSWRC, special national funding support activities may be permitted. 
2) All funds raised or earned including corporate donations and other assets received in the name of and for the benefit of Girl Scouting must be authorized by the Girl Scouts of Washington Rock Council and must be used for the purposes of Girl Scouting.  
3) All donations become the property of and are administered by the Girl Scouts of Washington Rock Council.  Girl Scout funds are not the property of the individuals, troops/groups, geographic units, service units or communities within the Girl Scouts of Washington Rock Council.

4) Adults, in coordination with the Girl Scouts of Washington Rock Council, are encouraged to engage in grant writing, corporate sponsorship solicitation or combined fundraising efforts as authorized.  The Girl Scouts of Washington Rock Council is the named beneficiary. 
5) Additional fund raising activities may be pursued only after troop, group or service unit has participated in the following:

· Annual product sales (one or more may be provided on an annual basis)

· Gifts for Girls (Annual Parent Giving Campaign)

The council may, from time to time, offer additional GSUSA endorsed products to sell e.g. calendars that will NOT require special approval for participation.


Guidelines
The following fund raising activities are not permitted at anytime:

· Fund raising during product sale times

· Fund raising for other organizations

· Fund raising on the Internet

The following types of fund raisers are not permitted:

· Product demonstrations and sales, 

· raffles, 

· drawings, 

· games of chance, 

· direct solicitation of cash 

· sale of endorsed commercial products

Troop, Group and Service Unit fund raising activities need to be age appropriate, suited to the abilities of the girls, and consistent with the goals and principles of the Girl Scout program.  

Procedures
1) Requests to conduct additional fund raising activities must be

· submitted in writing, 

· must be for a specific purpose 

· must be approved by the council before implementing

2) Notify and discuss the cost and purpose of the fund raising activity with girls and their parents.

3) Complete and submit a “Request for Fund Raiser form” and submit to the council office at least five weeks prior to the scheduled activity.

4) Secure written parental permission for their daughters’ participation.

5) Ensure that an adult is present at all times.  

6) Every effort must be made to maintain the integrity of the request for funds so that the monies are used for the purpose intended.

If a Troop, Group or Service Unit’s request for an additional fund raising activity is denied, a review of the decision may be requested by contacting the Executive Director.  
Approved by the Board of Directors:  March, 2006
Solicitation of Significant Contributions

The solicitation of corporate donations can create financial and legal issues for both the corporation and the council if appropriate protocols are not followed.  Donors, by law, can only make charitable gifts in accordance with current IRS regulations to recognized 501 (c) (3) non-profit corporations and must receive a written receipt from the council for any gifts valued in excess of $250.

We encourage Girl Scout volunteers to actively solicit corporations, foundations, local businesses, government agencies and other potential donors, to benefit Girl Scouting in the Council Service Area.

We also encourage older girls to contact corporations, foundations and other potential donors to support their Girl Scout program and/or project within the council.
Guidelines
Prior to soliciting significant contributions from donors, the individual should contact the Director of Fund Development or Chief Executive Officer to discuss the nature of the request and purpose for which it is intended.

Adults may solicit “gifts in kind” for use/consumption by troops or groups, so long as no single individual item has a retail value that exceeds $250.00 or the prevailing IRS rate.

All contributions, solicited or unsolicited, will be remitted to the Girl Scouts of Washington Rock Council for processing. With the approval of the CEO and written plans from the task/group/service unit, a percentage of the donation will be allocated to that designated troop/group/service unit.  The remaining funds will be used to benefit the entire council.

Approved by the Board of Directors:  March, 2006



Fund Raising activities that involve girls working in partnership with adults should be an experience that gives each girl the opportunity to develop self-confidence and to learn multiple skills, such as budgeting, goal setting, customer relations, good business practices and public relations.











